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our own people, and of course an inability to raise either men
or money another season. Such must not be. Action, action
is what we want and must have. God grant that McClellan
may prove equal to the emergency.

Yours very truly,

LYMAN TBUMBULL.

The "influence almost if not quite controlling" meant
Seward. Secretary Cameron went to St. Louis to investi-
gate Fremont and found him guilty. Two months later he
followed Fremont's example.1 In his report as Secretary
of War he inserted an argument in favor of the emancipa-
tion and arming of slaves. This he sent to the newspapers
in advance of its delivery to the President and without his
knowledge. The latter discovered it in time to expunge
the objectionable part and to prevent its delivery to Con-
gress, but not soon enough to recall it from the press. The
expunged part was published by some of the newspapers
that had received it and was reproduced in the Congres-
sional Globe (December 12), by Representative Eliot, of
Massachusetts.

The next man to take upon himself the responsibility of
declaring the nation's policy on this momentous question
was General David Hunter, who then held sway over a
small strip of ground on the coast of South Carolina. In
the month of May, 1862, he issued an order granting
freedom to all slaves in South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida. Hunter's order was promptly revoked by the
President.

1 Gideon Welles quotes Montgomery Blair as saying in conversation (Sep-
tember 12,1862): "Bedeviled with the belief that he might be a candidate for
the Presidency, Cameron was beguiled and led to mount the nigger hobby,
alarmed the President with his notions, and at the right moment (B. says) he
plainly and promptly told the President he ought to get rid of C. at once, that
he was not fit to remain in the Cabinet, and was incompetent to manage the
War Department, which he had undertaken to run by the aid of Tom A.
Scott, a corrupt lobby jobber from Philadelphia." (Diary, i, 127.)at Gen. McClellan will now drive
